you r s t e i n way i n v e s t m e n t

t i m e s c h a ng e . m a r k e t s r i s e a n d fa l l .
b u t f o r m o r e t h a n a c e n t u r y a n d a h a l f,
e v e r y h a n dm a de s t e i n way p i a no
h a s i n c r e a s e d i n va l u e .

how would you define your
ideal investment?
Something that increases significantly in value? Of course. But maybe an investment can offer greater
rewards as well. Something of exceptional quality. Something that endures. Something handmade, and one
of a kind. Something to treasure. Something to share with your family. Something that enriches your life
every day. By that definition, a Steinway piano is not only an incomparable musical instrument, but also an
investment instrument unique in all the world. Since 1853, Steinway pianos have been handmade to last
for generations, and do. Their longevity and incomparable sound are the product of the artistry and pride
of Steinway craftspeople, who avoid any compromise in time or materials. As a result, while other piano
brands depreciate in value, Steinway pianos have established a history of legendary financial appreciation
over the course of more than a century and a half. Owning a Steinway piano is a rare opportunity to invest
in beauty, craftsmanship, endurance, performance and joy.
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9.3

times higher
than
original cost

A 50-YEAR-OLD STEINWAY
COMMANDS A PRICE
MORE THAN Nine TIMES
ITS ORIGINAL COST

2.1

times higher
than
original cost
present value
built 1985

present value
built 1960

historical appreciation of
steinway grand pianos
Actual NY retail prices for Steinway Model B piano used.
Other models vary slightly based on model but follow the same overall trend.
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“STEINWAY & SONS INHABITS A PECULIAR PLACE IN AMERICAN BUSINESS.
IT LIES SOMEWHERE BEYOND THE P/L, THE QUARTERLY BUDGETS,
AND THE ANALYSTS’ CALLS. IT LIES IN A PLACE WHERE SKILLS AND
craftsmanship ALMOST SUPERSEDE THOSE WORLDLY WORRIES.”
fortune, 2003

The best time to invest in a Steinway piano is always the same: today. That’s because, when factory
prices of new Steinway pianos increase, the value of existing Steinway pianos also rise. The following
is a historical listing of prices based on the US market.

YEAR

model d-274

YEAR

model b-211

YEAR

model s-155

1900

$1,400

1900

$1,050

1935

$885

1925

$2,700

1925

$1,925

1945

$1,524

1950

$6,900

1950

$4,475

1950

$2,585

1975

$13,500

1975

$8,900

1975

$5,540

2000

$83,100

2000

$54,900

2000

$32,400

“a ten-year-old steinway in good
condition usually sells for about 75
per cent of the current retail price,
which goes up about 4 per cent
each year.“
reuters, november 2003
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“Steinway pianos don’t only set
standards in terms of sound,
TOUCH, technical quality –
and beauty. Aside from all
musical pleasure, they are as
masterpieces of craftsmanship
an extraordinary investment
that pays off in the long term.”
WELT AM SONNTAG, 2011
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“No other manufacturer allows itself a waste factor of 80 per
cent in the use of wood for the soundboard. And no other piano
manufacturer in the world builds the 12,000-piece instrument
beginning with the case, the so-called rim, from the outside to
the inside in 80 per cent by hand.”
MANAGER MAGAZIN, 2007

“It’s a heck of a lot
better investment
than the stock market.“
DEVOE MOORE
owner of the US$675,000 Steinway one-of-a-kind
Alma-Tadema re-creation (pictured right)
and owner of the Tallahassee Antique Car Museum

“The record price ever paid for
a pre-owned Steinway at auction
was US$1.2M in New York in 1997.
The piano case had been decorated by
the famous artist Sir Lawrence
Alma-Tadema at the turn of the
last century.”
Frederick Winship, 2003
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“it seems that the media coverage (regarding a steinway
purchase by bowie state university) of this matter clearly
documented the advantages of a long-term investment in
durable and high-quality iNstruments.”
the journal of performing arts leadership in higher education
volume II – autumn 2011

The incomparable sound and touch of handmade Steinway pianos have
created an inseparable relationship with the world’s most gifted artists.
The overwhelming majorit y of today’s concert pianists perform exclusively on
Steinway pianos, although they are not paid to do so.

fill your home with enjoyment
that no one can put a price on.
As any Steinway piano owner would tell you, their piano is a treasured member of the family. An intelligent
financial investment, without question. But also the source of unforgettable moments with family and
friends. With a Steinway in your life, the ability to leave the cares and compromises of the world behind is
always at your fingertips. We invite you to visit your exclusive Steinway piano dealer for a personal presentation
of handmade Steinway pianos, including:
… the classical piano in ebonised or colour high polish
… the Crown Jewel Collection of prized wood veneers
… the fascinating range of Limited Editions, Special Collections or one-of-a-kind masterpieces
What other investment can promise to be so financially and emotionally rewarding at the same time?
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www.steinway.com

